
A talented design 
team streamlines  
a midcentury-style 
Arizona home, 
underscoring its 
inside-out sight 
lines while making 
way for finely tuned 
furniture choices. 
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A reading nook within  

the great-room houses  

a sofa chosen for its 

sleeper-friendly contours, 

letting the space double 

as a guest room when 

grandkids visit. The 

abstract rug subtly 

references trees seen in 

the artwork by Tad Walton. 
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THIS PHOTO: Interior 

designer Lynne Beyer 

called on a boat-shape 

table and winged  

leather armchairs to 

soften the rectangular  

lines of the dining room. 

RIGHT: The home’s 

midcentury-modern-style 

exterior was painted  

a khaki tone to better 

meld its silhouette into  

the desert landscape.

WWrapped in floor-to-ceiling steel-frame windows that 

welcome in mountain views and green vistas from a 

tranquil backyard, this compact yet spacious-feeling 

Paradise Valley, Arizona, abode offered comfortable 

entertaining spaces ideal for a getaway destination.  

There was just one major problem: 10 feet in from the 

entry loomed a fireplace wall that blocked the views  

and impeded traffic flow. 

 The current homeowners almost walked away. But first, 

they called in interior designer Lynne Beyer and her 

husband, architect and builder Richard Loope, who 

determined it was feasible to remove the fireplace, and 

while they were at it, to redo the master bathroom and 

kitchen. “Removing the fireplace captured the connections 

between the front and back of the home, the indoors and 

outdoors, and the man-made and the natural,” Loope says.

 To play to the home’s existing midcentury-modern 

bones while introducing a color palette plucked from the 

desert surroundings, Beyer replaced travertine floors in the 

great-room with Brazilian cherrywood. Then the design 

team transformed a 30-foot-long stretch of wall into a 

textural treat, introducing a contemporary riftsawn 

white-oak firebox surround flanked by shelves crafted 

from walnut and lined with grass cloth. An expanded 

kitchen island accommodates additional seating and 

features heavily veined black Spectrus granite countertops 

that add depth and movement. New floating walnut 

vanities and glass tiles in the master bath continue the 

home’s theme of interest through texture rather than color.

 “In minimal designs, elements must speak to each other 

to create harmony,” Loope says. “We took advantage of  

the home’s strong midcentury-modern bones, designing 

with that context in mind. We scaled furnishings and 

fixtures to balance the open spaces and to identify  

different areas of use.” 

 Beyer’s streamlined furniture and tactile fabric choices 

deliver comfort without sacrificing beauty. “Rich yet 

neutral backdrops keep the focus on the homeowners’ 

collection of art and the views,” she says.
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“Balance 
between scale, 

materiality, and 
functionality  
is what gives 
contemporary 

design  
its appeal.”

—ARCHITECT

RICHARD LOOPE

LEFT: Upholstered seats and custom metal-

and-rosewood tables create a comfortable 

conversation grouping in front of the new 

fireplace wall. “The room’s colors are inspired  

by Arizona’s sunsets,” Beyer says. BELOW: 

Metallic-glazed ceramic tiles bring modern 

patina to the range wall in the kitchen. Leather 

stools swivel so guests seated at the island can 

turn to watch the television in the great-room. 
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THIS PHOTO: Beyer made 

up for the master bedroom’s 

lack of architectural interest 

with tactile grass-cloth 

walls, luscious silklike 

polyester draperies, and a 

hand-fi nished steel bed. 

OPPOSITE: The remodeled 

master bath features fl oating 

walnut vanities that work to 

open up space and sight 

lines; their placement and 

the wood’s horizontal grain 

direct attention out the large 

window to the backyard.
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Floor plan
TOTAL SQ. FT: 3,200
BEDROOMS: 3
BATHROOMS: 3 full, 1 half
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